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 Hundreds of people from Davis and 

beyond came to Davis High School on a beauti-

ful spring evening May 11 to watch the Harlem 

Ambassadors take on the Davis All-Stars in a 

new kind of fundraiser for International House. 
ñWe raised nearly $9,000 in profit, but we 

raised more than that in community goodwill 

and fun,ò said Elisabeth Sherwin, executive 

director. ñThanks to a great group of volunteers 

led by Sydney Vergis we had an excellent or-

ganization running the event.ò  

 For those of you who didnôt go to the 

game, or donôt understand the concept, hereôs a 

recap. We invited a professional, comic basket-

ball team ï the Harlem Ambassadors ï to come 

to Davis and take on a group of local celebrities 

that we called the Davis All-Stars.  
 While we had last-minute substitu-

tions, the main roster consisted of:  Davis City 

Councilmembers Don Saylor and Steve Souza, 

the Rev. Tim Malone, Asst. Coach Jeff Loux, 

referee Bob Bowen, time/score runner Spencer 

Bowen, Davis Schools Supt. James Hammond, 

Coach John Pamperin, Asst. Coach Kevin 

Nosek,  columnist Bob Dunning, Fr. Bong 

Rojas, Davis Fire Chief Rose Conroy, Yolo 

County Sheriff  Ed Prieto, the Rev. Mary Lynn 

Tobin, Jason Fisk, Asst. Coach Joe Teramoto, 
Asst. Coach Jen Gross,  Masud Monfared, Ted 

and Sherry  Puntillo, Woodland Police  Chief 

Carey Sullivan,  Adrian Blanco, Enterprise 

Asst. Publisher Debbie Davis, I-House Board 

Member Koen  

 

 

 

Van Rompay,  Amnesty Internationalôs Cate 

Klepacki, Davis Police Officer Dan LaFond, 

Coach Dino Clark, and Cal Aggie House Di-

rector Kristin Stoneking.  

  On the night of the event, we had 
Davis Professional Firefighters Local 3494  

cooking up hotdog dinners we sold at a family

-friendly price of $3 who also displayed an 

antique fire engine while the Davis K9 unit 

was on hand as was the famous Radio Flyer 

big red car belonging to Arty Baker and two a 

cappella groups ï Liquid Hotplates and the 

Spokes. We also had Coexist ï the Hampton 

family band ï playing some rock ônô roll.  Bill 

Pride of Davis Community Meals accepted 

some non-perishable food donations (not as 

much as weôd hoped for but thereôs always 
next year) and members of the Blue and White 

Foundation were on hand to talk about a new 

high school stadium. 

 Inside, lots of children were watching 

when the game got underway.  

  ñIt was so fun,ò said Benjamin Hoff-

ner-Brodsky, 10, ñthat I want to come again 

next year.ò 

  Lade Majic, the coach of the Harlem 

Ambassadors, pulled a few bemused audience 

members out of the stands including George 
Hickman and Clay Ballard. They were good 

sports, but she didnôt let them play basketball.  
  (Continued on Page 2) 

 

 

Awestruck spectators watch the Harlem Ambassadors on May 11 
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(Continued from Page 1)  

  After the game, the Ambassadors came back to I-

House for a late dinner. Also invited was Jared Sampson, 

the sixth-grader who has been selected to participate in the 

People-to-People Sports Ambassador Program in Austria 

this July. Jared came with his mother, Hazel, to chat with 

Lade Majic and other team members. Who knows, maybe 

someday Jared will be playing with the Harlem Ambassa-
dors? 

  We need to thank those who donated generously to 

I-House as game sponsors. Those folks include Masud 

Monfared of  Parlin Development Co., Hallmark Inn, the 

Rev. Mary Lynn Tobin, Ashok Patel (Davis Hotels), UC 

Davis  Chancellor Larry Vanderhoef, International House 

board member Howard Schutz, the Davis Professional Fire-

fighters Local 3494, Costco, Dos Coyotes, and the Blue and 

White Foundation. We are grateful our friends at Ink Mon-

key Graphics and to Jon Li at Quick Clean for in-kind sup-

port. 

  We would like to thank our sponsors: Edward 
Jones Investment, Calvin Handy, Friends of Sydney Vergis, 

Cristy Jensen, Hamza El-Nakhal, Marty Tuttle, Koen Van 

Rompay, Robert Avalos, Sean Duggan, Sherriff Ed Prieto 

Shirley German,  Rick Becker, Norm Baker, Jack Downhill 

Jr., and DeLuna Jewelers. 

  The Davis Professional Firefighters Local 3494 are 

to be thanked for their generous food contributions and 

grilling skills; the Davis Police Department for their partici-

pation; and to the eventôs many committed volunteers and 

community groups including: singer Lisa Parente, the awe-

some volunteers at Rotaract and Interact, Davis Community 
Meals, Discovery Christian Church, Arabella Handy, Nancy 

Loquellano, Heather Wade, parents of Adrian Blanco, Liz 

Magnusson, Simon Ynen, Andrew Skinner, John Yates, 

Debbie Press, Michael Quigley, Megan Hanson, Allison 

Sieber, Jessica Pekke, Bill Cavins, Maynard Skinner, and 

Tsui Chang. 

  ñNon-profits like International House always have 

to be looking for ways to raise income, and also find ways 

to promote the things we stand for ï like a world commu-

nity,ò said Sherwin. 

 

 

Summer Festival potluck  

takes place on June 28 
  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 Celebrate the summer by coming to a Summer Festi-

val Potluck at International House on Sunday, June 28, at 4 

p.m. IHD board member Koen Van Rompay and others on the 

Harlem Ambassadors Committee issued this invitation in the 

flier that was handed out to hundreds of people at the May 11 

basketball game.  

 "The idea," said Koen, "is to bring new people, young 

people and families to I-House to meet international visitors 

and our stalwart membership corps."  

 There will be international games for kids, music and 

entertainment.  
 For the potluck, A-G should bring a main dish; H-M 

should bring a salad; and everyone else should bring a dessert 

or whatever they like best.  

"Meet old friends and make new friends," Koen said. "I-House 

wants to remain a vibrant, relevant community organization - 

and we can do it together."  

 Check www.internationalhousedavis.org for updates 

or become an I-House member to receive email reminders.  

 

 

Event: Summer Festival potluck 

Where: IHD, 10 College Park 

When: 4-7 p.m. 

Why: To have fun! 
  

An early crowd starts to line up at the barbeque by volunteers from Davis Firefighters Local 3494 

http://www.internationalhousedavis.org/
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The United Nations Association/International House film series will take 

its customary summer break in July and August. Join us again on Sept. 

4 for film No. 266. 
 

The films in this series are shown at International House, 10 College Park, 

on first and third Friday nights from September through June. There is no 

charge, but donations are welcomed and gratefully accepted to help cover 

the cost of video/DVD rental, facilities use, cups, plates and the refresh-

ments that are served at 7:30 p.m.  Programs begin promptly at 8 p.m. 

  

The last two films of the year will be:  

 

June 5, 2009  "Mrs. Palfrey at The Claremont" (2005, UK/US, directed by 

Dan Ireland, 108 min.) 

This drama of an unlikely friendship that develops between an elderly 
widow, Mrs. Palfrey (Joan Plowright), and a young writer, Ludovic Meyer 

(Rupert Friend). He helps her relive her past and finds in the experience 

the story he is meant to write.  While the exchanges are often poignant and 

the environment of the Claremont Hotelôs patrons depressing, there is also 

comedy and humor in the story.  With Anna Massey, Zoe Tapper, Robert 

Lang and Lorcan OôToole (Peterôs son).  (#264) 

  

June 19, 2009   "Caramel" (Sukkar Banat)   (2007, Lebanon/France, di-

rected by Nadine Labaki, 96 min.) 

This comedy-drama, set in and around a beauty shop in Beirut, focuses on 

hopes, fears and desires of five ordinary women in a traditional society 
split along religious lines.  We share with them the trials, dilemmas, and 

disappointments they face, as well as their resilience and loyalty and 

laughter.  With Nadine Labaki as beauty shop owner Layale, Yasmine Al 

Masri as bride-to-be Nisrine, Joanna Moukarzel as hairdresser Rima, 

Gisèle Aouad as fading TV actress Jamale, Siham Haddad as seamstress 

Rose who is taking care of her disabled sister Lili (Aziza Semaan), and 

Adel Karam as Youssef. Most are non-professional actors.  (#265) 

  

Many thanks go to Ray and Verena Borton, Guy and Akemi Turner and 

Koen Van Rompay for their hard work and dedication to international 

movies and delicious food. See you in September! 

New instructors help with 

I -House language classes  

  

 

 

 

 

 
 During the summer months, some I-House 
language teachers take a break while others take ad-

vantage of the time to try something new.  

 Chris Dudley is a new I-House volunteer 

who plans to join the Peace Corps when he graduates 

from UC Davis with a degree in history. Originally 

from San Diego, Dudley wants to serve the Peace 

Corps in West Africa. This summer, he is taking over 

Lee Bixson's Thursday English diction class in order 

to practice teaching English. Dudley will teach the 1-

3 p.m. Thursday class beginning on June 28. Profes-

sor Bixson will continue teaching his 9:45 a.m. Mon-
day class throughout the summer.  

 Thank you both for your work on behalf of 

our international community.  

 Thanks also go to Leiti Truong, who has 

taught a French language class on Wednesdays at 10 

a.m. since September. Due to her job commitments, 

she is no longer able to teach the class. Her last class 

at I-House was held on May 20. If you know of a 

French teacher who would like to take her place, 

please phone I-House at 753-5007. Truong said she 

usually had between five and seven students.  

 On Mondays from 6 to 7 p.m., UCD student 
Kathy Phung has been teaching the drop-in English 

class, but she is leaving this summer. On June 8, that 

class will be led by a UCD student majoring in eco-

nomics, Derek Yan Chan. Chan said he previously 

led a language class at I-House. "It was an enjoyable 

and rewarding experience," he said.  

 Elisabeth Sherwin, I-House executive direc-

tor, said I-House offers five English classes per 

week; two diction classes and three drop-in English 

conversation classes (See back page of newsletter for 

full schedule.) 
 "It is important that these classes keep going 

year-round," she said. "We have international visitors 

who are here just for the summer and want to take as 

many English classes as possible. For a membership 

fee of only $20, students can enjoy classes and fel-

lowship through I-House."  

  

 

Davis All Stars players on the sidelines  

From left: May Lynn Tobin, Kristin Stoneking, Koen Van Rompay, and Masud Monfared 
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News from the IHD Art Committee: 
Chair needed to lead the way 

 
 Many thanks to IHD board member Frank Roe who 

last month resigned as chair of the Art Committee, although 

he has graciously agreed to help us out until a new chair is 

found. 

 International House is known for its wonderful art 

shows that change monthly. On the second Friday of the 
month, a reception is held at I-House to welcome the new 

artist and his or her work. This coincides with the second Fri-

day ArtAbout night that takes place in Davis. 

Currently, Ted Fontaine of Davis is exhibiting his work in the 

Community Room and Lounge at I-House.  ñRoad Tripò is the 

name of his exhibit. Approximately 23 oil on linen paintings 

grace the house. His reception was Friday, May 8. 

 In July, Max Harringtonôs photos of Myanmar will 

be on display. His reception will be Friday, July 10. Support-

ers and friends of his work in Myanmar are invited to the re-

ception, which will begin at 6 p.m.   
 As  always, warm thanks to Ray Borton who always 

manages to put together one or more spectacular flower ar-

rangements ï even in the dead of winter.  After more than 20 

years, one of Rayôs favorite vases, frequently used at I-House 

gatherings, was broken.  Weôre sorry about that, and thank 

Ray for his continued generosity.  

 Roe said the question of a new Art Committee chair 

raised considerable discussion at a recent art committee meet-

ing:  Some thought there was no need for a chair, and that 

contact with each artist for the month could be left to the Art-

About Host for that month.  Artists would be contacted well 

ahead of their month to let them know who would be their 
contact person and could answer any questions they might 

have.  Artists would be contacted a month before they were 

scheduled to show.  The host would be present for hanging of 

the exhibit (not to do the hanging themselves), and the artistôs 

reception. 

  There would still be details that would need to be 

handled by a chair, however. The calendar would need to be 

updated  including designating artist/month,  and quarterly 

meetings with committee members and IHD staff would have 

to be arranged. Currently, the quarterly meetings are held at 

1:30 p.m. on Fridays in the Hagan Room. The next meeting is 
set for Aug. 14. Artists who would like to exhibit at I-House 

are asked to bring samples of their work for the committee to 

review at the quarterly meetings.  

 Committee members Sharna Hoffman and Marilyn 

Judson are currently sharing the responsibilities on an interim 

basis. The Art Committee chair need not be a member of the I

-House board or even at present time an Art Committee mem-

ber. If you are interested in taking on this creative task, please 

contact Roe at frankroe@sbcglobal.net.  

  Roe reports that stunning new artwork by  Yang O 

Shi - Chinese brush painting -- will be exhibited in 2010. ñWe 

are always looking for new artists to submit their work,ò he 
said.  

 

 

 

 

The following members have recently donated $100 or more. 
Your generous support is much appreciated. 

 

Paul Brady 

Marion Carlson 

Myra Gable 

Pamela Mainini, CPA 

Vespa  Power Products (Peter Defty) 

 

 

 

 

  
 

The I-House newsletter is now available via e-mail. The e-mail 

version is in color and will reach you sooner than the printed 

version. 

We encourage you to choose this option. Send your request to 

receive future newsletters by e-mail to Ann Gunion at  

agunion@internationalhousedavis.org. 

  

  

  

 

 
 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 Murshid Hoque is organizing a conference on climate 

change that will take place at I-House on June 7 from 10 a.m. to 

1 p.m. Hoque is a member of GreenSpot, the conference organ-

izer. Registration is required. Tickets are $15, students $10.  
 Contact Hoque at mmhoque@ucdavis.edu for registra-

tion and more information.  

 "We will focus on current global warming and climate 

change issues," he said. "We will share knowledge about mitiga-

tion and adaption and will have on hand experts from UC 

Davis,  the California Energy Commission, the state Department 

of Conservation, the Air Resources Board and more."  

 Snacks and lunch will be provided.  

mailto:frankroe@sbcglobal.net
mailto:agunion@internationalhousedavis.org
mailto:mmhoque@ucdavis.edu
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I-House members receive a monthly  newsletter on up-

coming events. Our membership year is September-

August. 

 

 Ǐ Intôl Student/Scholar $20 

 Ǐ Individual $40 

 Ǐ Family $60 

 Ǐ Contributor $100 

 Ǐ Patron $250 

 Ǐ Lifetime $1,500 

 Ǐ Business Membership 

  Ǐ $100  Ǐ $250 

 

Optional: 

 ǏDonation* $       

 

Please send this form and payment to 

I-House, 10 College Park, 

Davis, CA 95616 

 

 

 ǏIôd like to receive the newsletters via e-mail. 

 ǏIôd like to receive the paper newsletters. 

Visitors please indicate date of departure from Davis  

   

Thank you! 

* I-House is a 501(c)3 organization. Federal Tax ID #94-

2822-342. Contributions are tax deductible. 

 

 

 
 

I-House is looking for volunteers/interns to in-

dependently manage the long-term responsibilities and tasks 

of the Childrenôs Storytelling Program. This is an opportunity 

to build your resume and gain valuable leadership experience; 

to be creative; to introduce and expand upon new ideas; and 

to meet and interact with a wide variety of performers. 

 

Responsibilities include: 

ÅEstablishing a budget to ensure that the program is self-

supporting; 

ÅEstablishing and participating in fundraising activities; 

ÅCreating and maintaining electronic documentation and 

graphics; 

ÅEnlisting and supervising volunteers; 

ÅDelegating responsibilities and tasks; 

ÅEnsuring tasks are completed in a professional manner; 

ÅEnsuring deadlines are met; 

ÅMaintaining regular communications; 

ÅLiaising with I-House, Childrenôs International Programs 

Chairs. 

This position is available immediately and is ongoing. Hours 

are flexible and never exceed 4 hours a week. Some of the 

work can be completed at home. No performances are held in 

the summer months. 

Send a letter of interest to  

chipsadmin@internationalhousedavis.org, attention: Shirley 

or Ann. 
 

(Please print)  

 (First)                    (Last) 

       

E-mail:       

Phone:       

 

www.internationalhousedavis.org 

MEMBERSHIP FORM 

 
MARK YOUR CALENDAR FOR A COOL TREAT!  

 

ICE CREAM FUNDRAISER  

for  

 

I -HOUSE CHILDRENôS STORYTELLING 

PROGRAM  
 

BEN & JERRYôS of DAVIS 

will donate a percentage of their proceeds 

WEDNESDAY JUNE 17, 2009 

11:30 a.m. to 11: 30 p.m. 

to support the 

I -House Childrenôs International Storytelling Program 

 

Bring your sweet tooth and a blanket and enjoy storytelling 

on the Commons at First and E from 2 ï 4 pm. 

 

 

mailto:chipsadmin@internationalhousedavis.org


 
Language Groups You can join these conversation-based classes at any time!  Contact instructors directly for the latest information about meeting 
dates and times.  You may attend the first class for free, thereafter, I-House memberships are appreciated (student: $20, individuals: $40).  If you 
are interested in teaching a class, contact I-House at (530) 753-5007. 

 
*If you want to practice or learn Vietnamese, contact Tanh: tnqu@ucdavis.edu 

*If you want to learn Korean, contact Marie: mhypark@gmail.com 

Regular Meetings at I-House 

Amnesty International - monthly meetings, 7:00  pm  Contact: Cate Klepacki (415) 734-8323 for date of next event. 

Connections - Wednesdays, 10 - 11:30 am  Meet friends and share information about life in Davis.  Children welcome! 

Connections - Tuesdays, 7:30 - 9 pm  Contact: Anesiades Leonard (530) 756-3188 

CLASS DAY & TIME  INSTRUCTORS 

English Diction 
English Diction 

Mon 9:45-11:20 am 
Thurs 1:00-3:00 pm  

Lee Bixson: leebixson@comcast.net 
Chris Dudley: cbdudley@ucdavis.edu 
begins class June 23 

English-Speaking Salon 
English-Speaking Salon 
English-Speaking Salon 
 

Mon 6:00-7:00 pm 
Thu 5:30-6:30 pm 
Fri 5:30-6:30 pm 

Derek Chan: chand3123k@gmail.com 
Katie Webber: kewebber@ucdavis.edu 
Kathi Hickey: kathihickey@yahoo.com  

 
German  

 
Wed 6:00-7:00 pm 
 

 
Paul Grant: pwgrant@mac.com 

Italian   Wed 7:30-9:00 pm Mike Hoffman: mahoffman@ucdavis.edu 

Japanese, Beg. (off-site so check with instructor)                -  Amy Sakabe: amysakabe@yahoo.com 

Spanish-Speaking Salon Tues 6:30-8:00 pm Julita: jledesm@att.net 

Turkish , Inter. 
Turkish , Beg.  

Mon 6:30-8:00 pm 
Thur 7:00-8:30 pm  

Ali Ercan: aercan@ucdavis.edu 
Erol Layiktez: elayiktez@me.com  

Arabic Wed 6:30 pm  Rihab al-Shamari and Ali Mehdi: contact Ali at 
Aaalmehdi@ucdavis.edu 

NON-PROFIT 

ORGANIZATION 

U.S. Postage 

Permit No. 147 

Davis, CA 95616 

I-House Å Davis is a non-profit, community-

based organization whose activities are largely 

supported by membership dues and donations.  

All contributions to I-House are tax deductible. 

International House Å Davis promotes 

respect and appreciation for all people 
and cultures.  We encourage a global 

community by providing many 
opportunities for cross-cultural 
interaction and exchange. 
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